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-gathered secretly in'a private home in
the Ugandan capltal ‘of Kampa]a. """ v
OQutside, the -“reign * of
launched by - Ugandas bloodthirsty
dictator, Idi Amin, was in full motion.
Inside the house, the talk was- o
Amin’s dreaded “secret ‘police ‘and -of
: mtematlonal terrorist activities. ,=.3:
- i=The - four .men ‘'were .among the
: world’s most “cold-blaoded,. dangerous
architects -’ of - political . murder -and -
mayhem. A" single grenade tossed into "

- their' - conference . room" could - ‘haye :
spared the world much pain and mns-
“ery in the. years to-come. But there
ﬁwasnooneﬂreretommthetabl&on ’
' the four prof&sxonal assassing.
"'Robert Astles, in whose home the
dralogue of death was conducted, was
Amin’s British-born security advxser
-and general factotum. In his role as--

Idi Amin’s Iago, Astles was allegedly-‘

the brains behind the security police, .

who butchered and tortured - thou- - “in -the- Lnbyan army and revolutxon-_

sands of Ugandans during Amin’s des- -
potic rule. After Amin and Astles fled -
Uganda - in 1979, -the - Briton:-was |
brought back in chains to face charges -
.of murder, But: in September 1976 he:.
-was still riding hlgh. g AR
- ..-Another*- “was” Wadr"
Hadad known to some of his enemm

a3 the “doctor of death” for his organi- *:

zing of the 1972 Munich- massacre-of
Israeli Olympic. “athletes. " Less . than

.three months earlier, the. Israelis had ™l
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_-.thwarted Hadad
“ner by their daring raid on Entebbe,

.‘the -airport outside Kampa]a. Aﬁer
_many hairbreadth escapes — includ-
ing an Israeli bazooka blast into his -

* hotel suite < Hadad dled in bed of :
-natural causes’in 1978, . '

hx)ackmg; of a Jeth-

'I’hethudmanwasthemfamous

< Venezuela-born  assassin, : Carlos  the -
~Jackal. 'He was.also a planner of the -

Munich massacre and was responisible
for the k]dnaplng of the OPEC oil

- _ministers in December 1975, as’well
- as.’ many other acts. of mtematxonal

bngandage O

" The fourth man in thns gathenng of '

prof&sxonal cutthroats was an Ameri- -

can, Frank Terpil. A newcomer to the -
“inner circle of international terrorism,
'Terpll had arrived in Uganda with the

. personal recommendation’ of Libyan
: dictator Muammar Qaddafi. As a CIA"
- courier some years before, Terpil had
ingratiated himself with Qaddaﬁ when
the future dictator was a- junior officer

- was burning in his head.. -
= Of the four, Terpil probably bmt ﬁt

- the description “merchant - of death.” -

- Not one to risk his own neck, he sup--

- plied explosives and other items that

““enabled hit_ men to carry out their
acts of terrorism around the world. He
-fled: the United ~States last fall to - -
.-avoid prosecution for illegal shipment. ~

of arms to :Libya. At last report, he
had registered in th Wienerha '
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Intelhgenee sources told riys ass
ate Dale Van 'Atta that the SePb

meeting was . Terpil’s : mtroduchob‘to

Amin’s inner circle. With his- um(;a‘bre
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his first contract’ with, Amin .’ 1977.;
It was for $3.2 million worth of map-
-ons and communications gear.
=Terpil began‘providing Astlw"secu
nty police ™ with*"torture - equxpmenﬂ
taser (electronic shock) guns ang- other
deadly hardware. (One: of Terpﬂq a,s-
soclamwastoboastlaterabouta
. torture. he .devised -that - requxred..no
 sophisticated equipment. It eonsisted
of a rat placed on-a victim’s:stomaeh
~under an inverted - pot, requiring the
rat to gnaw 1ts way through ths man’s
stomach.) - e 141:44‘"
* Terpil’s- ﬁrst lucratwe eontmét‘ with
"Idi- Amin was " followed - by BeVeraf
more before t.he tyrant was
driven from power. In fact, the; Amem
can’s shlpments ot’ weapons. and, tor~
ture devices to - Amin were sm Hil-
- concealed that.a Ugandan diplomat to
the United Nations after Amin’s, fall
told federal investigators he was": “ap~
palled that a US. citizen- could:-con=
duct the actmtm that Mr ’I“erpﬂvrmd-
conducted.” =% b :
“The dlplomat and others mdica
“ their belief” that “Terpil’s nefanous
trade could easdy have been’ stopped,
h:s

..e_ ;- e ;‘,'.‘

s former émployer.
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